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6 thaſe three Principles fixed in your 
hearts: that Things eternal are much more 
conliderable than Things temporal; that Things 
not ſeen are as certain as the Things that are ſeen ; 
that upon your preſent choice depends your 
eternal lot, Chuſe Chriſt and his ways, and yow 
are bleſſed for ever; refuſe, and you are undone 
for ever, And then, | 


II. Make your Choice. 


Turn either to the right-hand or te. the left; 
lay both parts before you, with every link of 
each; Chriſt with his yoke, his croſs and his 
crown: or the Devil with his wealth, his 
pleaſure and curſe : and then put yourſelves to it 
thus ; „Soul thou ſeeſt what is before thee, what 
wilt thou do? Which wilt thou have, either, the 
crown or the curſe? If thou chuſeſt the crown, re. 
member that the day thou takeſt this, thou muſt be 
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content to ſubmit to the croſs and yoke, the ſervice 
and the ſufferings of Chriſt, which are linked to 
it. What ſayeſt thou? Hadſt thou rather take the 
gains and pleaſures of ſin, and venture on the 


curſe? Or wilt thou yield thyſelf a ſervant to 
Chriſt, and ſo make ſure the crown?“ 


If your hearts fly off, and would fain wave the 
buſineſs, leave them not ſo, If you be unreſolved, 
you are reſolved; if you remain undetermined ſor 
Chriſt, you are determined for the Devil. There- 
fore give not off, but follow your hearts from day 
to day, let them not reſt, till the matter be brought 
10 an iſſue, and ſee that you make a good choice, 


This is your chuſing the good part, God and the 
ble ſſedneſs of the world to come, for your portion 
and happineſs; and in this is included your re- 
nouncing the world, and worldly happineſs. 


III. Embark with Chriſt. 


Adventure yourſelves with him: caſt your- 
ſelves upon his Righteouſneſs, as that which 
ſhall bring you to God: as a poor captive 
-exile, that is caſt upon a ſtrange land, a land of 
robbers and murderers, where he is ready to periſh, 
and having no hope, either of abiding there, or: e- 
caping home with life: and meeting at length with 
a pilot, that offers to tranſport him ſafely home, he 
embarks with him, and ventures himſelf, and all 
Ee hath in his veſſel: do you likewiſe ; you are 


exiles 
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exiles from the preſence of God, and fallen into 
a land of robbers and murderers: your ſins are rob- 
bers, your pleaſures are robbers, your companions 
in fin are robbers and thieves: if you ſtay where 
| you are, you periſh, and eſcape home of yourſelves 
you cannot : Chriſt offers, if you will venture with 
him, he will bring you home, and he will bring you 
to God: will you ſay now to him, Lord Jeſus, wilt 
thou undertake for me? Milt thou bring me to God, 
bring me into the Land of Promiſe ® With thee will 1 
venture myſelf; I caſt myſelf upon thee, upon thy 
blood, upon thy righteouſneſs ; I lay up» all my hopes, 
and venture my whole intereſt, ſoul and body with thee, 


This is clofing with Chriſt as your Prieſt, And 
in this is included your renouncing your own 
righteouſneſs; you can never, you will never caſt 
yourſelves on him alone, till all your hope in 
yourſelves have given up the ghoſt, 


There are two things which muſt neceffatily be 
fappoſed, in order to a ſinnet's coming to Chriſt, * 
i. A deep f, of his Sin ond MAN 
2. An utter Deſpair of himſelf, and all Things 
ehe befides Ch iſt. 
1. 4 deep fenſe of his Sin and Miſery. 


No man will regard a Saviour, that doth not ſee 
kimſelfa ſinner: the whole regard not the phyſician, 
Therefore it is ſaid, that the Spirit of God, when 
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he ſhould come to chriſtianize the world, ſhould in 
the firſt place, convince the world of fin, John xvi, 8. 
He ſhall convince the world of fin; he ſhall de- 
monſtrate them ſinners, bring up their fins before 
their eyes; bring home their fins upon their con- 
iciences and make them fee themſelves, and feel 
themſelves the moſt vile and abominable of 
creatures: Sin hides itſelf from the Sinner's eyes, 
and all its vileneſs and deformity, But the Spirit 
of God plucks off the mantle, and makes Sin ap- 
pear. to be fin; makes all the Sinner's gods appear 
io be ſo many Devils; brings forth the blackneſs 
and filthinefs of Sin into ſight, makes the ſinner 


' Tee himſelf an unclean and abominable thing: and 


withal, he brings forth the guilt of Sin, ſets all 
thele Devils a tormenting the Sinner, filling him 
with ſear, and terror, and amazement: in this re- 
ſpe& he is called the Spirit of Bondage, that works 
fear and trouble in the heart: the Spirit's awaken- 
ing a fleepy Sinner, is a kind of awakening in hell, 
Lord, what am 1! What mean theſe legions round about 
me? Theſe chains and fetters that are upon me? 
What means this black roll before mine eyes, of curſes, 
and wrath, and woes; Lord, where am 11 have 1 
been playing and ſporting, and making merry, and my 
foul in ſuch a cafe as this? But is there no hope of e 
caping out of this wretched fate: I fee there is no 
abiding thus, I am but a dead man, if 1 continue as 1 
am. What may I do to be ſaved ? 


When he is brought to this, there is ſome way 
made for his entertainmegt of Chriſt: yet this is not 
| | | all 
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all that is needful, but 'he muſt further be 
brought to, 


II. An utter deſpair of himſelf, and all things elſe 
befedes Chriſt. 


Being made ſenſible of his fin, and his danger, 
a Sinner will look for help and deliverance: 
but he will look every where elfe, before he will 
look unto Chriſt ; nothing wilt bring a Sinner to 
Chriſt, but abfolute neceſſity: he will try to forſake 
his fins, will think of leaving his drunkenneſs, and 
becoming ſober ; of leaving his adulteries, and be- 
coming chaſte, and ſo ſee if by this means he may 
not eſcape. He will go to Prayers, and Sermons 
and Sacraments, and ſearch out if there be no ſale 
vation in them: but all theſe, though they be ufefuls 
in their places, yet looking no further, the Sinner 
ſees there is no help in them; his Righteouſneſs; 
cannot help him; this is but rags; his Duties can- 
not help him, theſe may be reckoned among his 
fins : Qrdinances cannot help, theſe are but empty 
ciſterns; and all tell him, You knock at a Wrong 
door ; Salvation is not in us. Mell, the Lord be mer- 
ciful to me, faith the finner, IWhat ſhall I do? Abide 
as Jam, I dare not, and how to help myſelf 1 know! 
not ; my praying will not help me ; my hearing will 
not help me ; if I give al! my goods to the poor, if I 
ſhould give my body to be burned, all this would not 
ſave my ſoul : woe is mne, n 1 do, and uit her 
ſhall * 2 ; 


And 


1 


And now, being brought to this diſtreſs, to this 
utter loſs, his deſpair drives him to the only door 
of hope that is left open, Then Chriſt will be ac- 
ceptable, when he ſees none but Chriſt can help 
him: the Apoſtle tells us, Gal. iii. 23, We were kept 
under the Law, ſhut up unto the Faith that ſhould 
afterwards be reveale{ + all other doors were ſhut 
up againſt us, there was no hope of eſcaping, but 
by that one door that was left open, The Faith that 
was afterwards to be revealed. As the beſieged in a 
City, that have every gate blocked up, and but one 
difficult paſſage left open, by which there is any 
poſſibility of eſcaping, thither throng for the ſaving 
of their lives; chey are ſhut up unto that door, to 
which (if there had been any other way open) they 
would never have come. | 


And as Chriſt will never be accepted, ſo can the 
Sinner never be received of him, till he lets go all 
other props, and truſts on him alone. Chriſt will 
have no ſharer with himin the work of ſaving ſouls. 
If ye ſeel me, let theſe 7 their way, as he faid in 
another caſe: let not only your Sins go, but let 
your Righteouſneſs go, all the refuge of lies wherein 
vou have truſted; let all go, if you will have me 
to be a Refuge to you. I came not to call the 
Righteous; if I ſhould, they would not come; or 
if they come, let them go as they came, let them 
go to their Righteouſneſs in which they truſt, and 
Jet naked, deſtitute Sinners, diſtreſſed Sinners come 
to me, who am come to this end, to ſeek and to 
ave them that are loſt, 


Sinners, 
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Sinners, Will you come now Will you ven- 
ture here ? For this your adventuring on Chriſt, 
you have this three-fold warrant : 


1. God's Ordination. This is he, whom God the 
Father hath appointed, and ſeat into the world, 
to bring back his exiles to himſelf, to ſave Sinners, 
This is he whom God the Father hath ſealed, hath 
marked him out for that choſen perſon, in whom 
is ſalvation; bath ſealed him his commiſhon, for 
the redeeming and reconciling the world to him- 
elf. As God ſaid unto the three friends of Job, 
when he was angry with them, Job. xlii. 8, Co te 
my ſervant Job, and he ſhall offer ſacrifice for you, 
he Mall pray for you, for him will I accept: ſo to 
Sinners, Go, ſaith the Lord, te my ſervant 7eſus, 
he ſhall offer ſacrifice for you, .he ſhall make re- 
conciliation for you, Iſaiah xlii. 1, Behold my 
Servant whom IT uphold, mine Elect in whom my ſoul 
deltghteth ; I have put my Spirit upon him, he fall 
bring forth judgment ta the Gentiles, 


2, God's Command; 1 John 111, 23, Thais is his. 
commandment, that we ſhould believe on the Name of 
lus Son Jeſus Chriſt. 


3. The Promiſe of God, 1 Peter ii, 6, Behold, I 
lay in Sion à chief corner-flone, eleft, precious: he 
that believeth on him, ſhall not be confounded. 


Now having this three-fold warrant, the warrant 
of God's Ordination, Command, and Promife, you 
| may 


CJ 


may be bold to adventure on Chriſt, and to apply 


yourſelves to him thus; Lord Jeſus, here I am, a 
poor captive exile, a loſt creature, an enemy to God, 
under is wrath and curſe: wilt thou, Lord, under- 
take for me, reconcile me to God, and ſave my 
ſoul ? Do not, Lord, refuſe me, for if thou refuſe me, 
to whom then ſhall I go? Artnot thou he, and he 


alone, whom God the Father hath ſealed, the Sa- 


viour of Sinners? The Lord God hath ſent me to 
thee, hath bid me come, he hath commanded me to 
believe, and caſt myſelf upon thee. Lord Jeſus, wilt 
thou refuſe to help a diſtreſſed creature, whom the 
Father hath ſent to thee for thy help? If I had come 


_ en my own head, or in my own name, thou mighteſt 


well have put me back; but ſince I come at the 
command of the Father, reje& me not; Lord, help 
me: Lord ſave me. Art thou not he, concerning 
whom the Father hath promiſed, He that believeth 
on hem, ſhall not be confounded ? I come, Lord; I be- 
lieve, Lord; I throw myſelf upon thy grace and 
mercy; I caſt myſelf upon thy blood and bowels, 
do not refuſe me. I have not whither elle to go: 
here I will ſtay, I will not ſtir from thy door; on 
thee I will truſt, and reſt, and venture myſelf; God 
hath laid my help on thee, and on thee I lay my 
hope for pardon, for life, for ſalvation ; if I periſh, 
I periſh on thy ſhoulders; if I fink, I fink in thy 


_ veſſel: if I die, I die at thy door; bid me not go 
away, for I will not go. . 


IV. Refign and deliver u yourſelves to God in 
Chrif, 8 


Yield 
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Yield yourſelves to the Lord, that is, as his ſer- 
vants, give up the dominion and government of 
yourſelves to Chriſt, Neither yield your members, 
es inftruments of unrighteouſneſs unto fun, but yield 
yourſelves to God, as thoſe that are alive from the 
dead, and your members, as inſtruments of righteouſe 
neſs unto God. To whom ye yield yourſelves ſervants 
to obey, his ſervants ye are to whom ye obey, Yield 
yourſelves ſo to the Lord, that you may hence» 
forth be the Lord's; I am thine, faith the Plalmift, 
Thoſe that yield themſelves to Sin, and the 
World, their heart ſays, Sin, I am thine; World, 
I am thine ? Riches, I am yours; Pleaſures, I am 
yours: I am thine, ſaith the Pſalmiſt: devoted to 
thy fear, dedicated to thy ſervice; I am thine, 
ſave me; give yourſelves to Chriſt, Sinners, 
de devoted to his fear. 


* ; 
And this giving yourſelves to him, muſt be 
ſuch, as ſuppoſes that you be heartily contented ; 


2. That he appoint you your Work. 
2, That he appoint you your Station, 


1. That he appoint you your work: that he put 
you to whatſoever he pleaſeth : Servants, as they 
muſt do their Maſter's work, fo they muſt do that 
work which their Maſter appoints them ; they muſt 
be for any work their Maſter hath for them to do; 
they muſt not pick and chuſe, this I will do, and 
that I will not do; they muſt not ſay, this is too 
| Hard, or this is too mean, or this may be well 


enough 
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enough let alone; good Servants, when they have 
choſen their Maſter, will let their Maſter chuſe 
their work, and will not diſpute his will but do it, 


Chriſt hath many ſervices to be done, fome are 
more eaſy and honourable, others more difficult 
and diſgraceful ; ſome are ſuitable to our inclina- 
tions and intereſts, others are contrary to both : in 
ſome we may pleaſe Chriſt and pleaſe ourſelves, as 
when he requires us to feed, and clothe ourſelves, 
to provide things honeſt for our own maintenance , 
yea, and there are ſome ſpiritual duties that are 
more pleaſing than others; as to rejoice in the 
Lord, to be blefling and praiſing of God, to be 
feeding ourſelves with the delights and comforts 
of Religion; theſe are the ſweet works of a 
Chriſtian, But then there are other works, 
wherein we cannot pleaſe Chriſt, but by denying 


ourſelves, as giving and lending, bearing and 


forbearing, reproving men for their ſins, with- 
drawing from their company, witneſling againſt 
their wickedneſs, conſeſſing Chriſt and his Name, 
when it will coſt us ſhame. and reproach ; ſailing 
againſt the wind, ſwimming againſt the tide, 
ſteering contrary to the time; parting with our 
eaſe, our liberties, and accommodations for the 
Name of our Lord Jeſus, | 


It is neceſſary, Beloved, to fit down and confider 
what it will coſt you to be the Servants of Chriſt, 
and take a thorough ſurvey of the whole bufineſs 
of Chriſtianity, and not engage hand over head, to 
you know not what, | Firſt, 


Cw] 


Firſt, See what it is that Chriſt doth expect, and 
then yield yourſelves to his whole will; do not 
think of compounding, or making your on terms 
with Chriſt, that will never be allowed you, 


So to Chriſt, and tell him, Lord Jeſus, if thou 
wilt receive me into thine houſe, if thou wilt 
but own me as thy Servant, I will not ſtand upon 
terms; impoſe on me what condition thou pleaſeſt, 
write down thine own articles, command me what 
thou wilt, put me to any thing thou ſeeſt good ; let 
me come under thy roof, let me be thy Servant, 
and ſpare not to command me; | will be no longer 
mine own, but give up mylelf to thy will in all 
things, | les | | 


2, That he ſhall appoint you your ſtation and 
condition; whether it be higher or lower, a prol- 
perous or afflicted ſtate: be content that Chriſt 
ſhould both chuſe your work, and chuſe your con- 
dition; that he ſhould have the command of you, 
and the diſpoſal of you: make me what thou wilt, 
Lord, and let me where thou wilt: let me be a'vel- 
fel of filver or gold, or a veſſel of wood or ſtone, 
ſo I be a veffel of honour: of whatſoever form or 
metal, whether higher or lower, finer or coarſer, I 
am content; if I be not the head, or the eye, or 
the ear, one of the nobler and more honourable 
inſtruments thou wilt employ, let me be the' hand, 
or the foot, one pf the moſt laborious, and loweſt, 

| B | and 
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and moſt contemptible of all the. Servants of my 
Lord, let my dwelling be on the dunghil, my por- 
tion in the wilderneſs, my name and lot be among ſt 
the hewers of wood, or drawers of water, among 
the door-keepers of thy houſe; any where, where 
I may be ſerviceable; I put myſelf wholly into thy 
hands: put me to what thou wilt, rank me with 
whom thou wilt; put me to doing, put me to ſuf- 
fering, let me be employed for thee, or laid aſide 
for thee, exalted for thee or trodden under foot for 
thee; let me be full, let me be empty, let me have 
all things, let me have nothing, I freely and heartily 
reſign all to thy pleaſure and diſpoſal. 


This is cloſing with Chriſt, as your King and 
iovereign Lord: and in this is included, your re- 
nouncing the, Devil and his works, the Fleſh 
and its luſts; together with your conſenting to all 
the Laws and Ordinances of Chriſt, and, his pro- 
vidential goverament, 


Beloved, ſuch a cloſe with Chriſt as you have 
here been exhorted to, is that wherein the eſſence 
of Chriſtianity lies: when you have choſen the 
incorruptible crown, that is, when you have 
choſen God to be your portion. and happineſs; 
when you have adventured, and laid up your 
whole intereſt, and all your hopes with Chriſt, 
caſting yourſelf wholly upon the Merits of his 
Righteouſneſs; when you have underſtandingly 


and 


( 'w- 3 
and heartily reſigned, and given up yourlelves to 
him, reſolving for ever to be at his command, and 
at his diſpoſal; then you are Chriſtians indeed, 
and never till then, Chriſt will be the Saviour of 
none but of his Servants; he is the Author of Eter- 
nal Salvation to thoſe that obey him; Chrilt will 
have no Servants but by conſent ; his people are a 
willing people; and Chriſt will accept of no on- 
ſent but in full to all that he requires; he will be 

all in all, or he will be nothing, 


V. Confirm and compleat all this by ſolemn Covenant. 


Give yourſelves to the Lord as his Servants, and 
bind yourſelves to him as his Covenant-Servants. 


Upoa your entering into covenant with God, 
the covenant of God ſtands firm to you; God gives 
you leave, every man, to put in his own name into 
the Covenant-Grant: if it be not found there at 
laſt, it will be your own fault; if it be not there, 
there will be nothing found in the whole Covenant 
belonging unto you; if it be there, all is yours; if 
you have come into the Bond of the Covenant, you 
ſhall have your fhare in the Bleſſings of the Cove- 
nant. Deut. xxvi. 17, 18, Thou haſt avouched the 
Lord this day to be thy God, to walk in has ways 
and to keep his ſtatutes, and his commandments, and 
his judgments, to hearken to his voice, And the Lord 
hath auouched thee this day to be his peculiar people, 
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as he hath promiſed thee, Obſerve it, The ſame day 
that they avouched the Lord to be their God, the 
fame day the Lord avoucheth them to be his pecu- 
liar people: the ſame day that they engage to keep 
the commandments of God, the ſame day the Lord 


engageth to keep his promiſe with them, 


There is a two-fold covenanting with God, In 
Profefon, in Reality an entering our names, or an 
engaging our hearts: the former is done in Bap- 
tiſm, by all that are baptized, who by receiving 
that Seal of the Covenant, are viſibly, or in Pro- 
feſſion, entered into it; the latter is alſo two-fold ; 


1. VIX T VAT. Which is done by all thoſe that 
have ſincerely made that cloſure with God in 
Chriſt: thoſe that have choſen the Lord, embarked 
with Chriſt, reſigned up, and given themſelves to 
the Lord, are all engaged perſons, and have vir- 
tually covenanted with him,. 


2. Foxxat, Which is our binding ourſelves to 
the Lord by folemn vow or promiſe to ſtand to our 
choice. And this may be, either only inward in 
the ſoul: or outward, and expreſſed either by 
words, lifting up of the hands, ſubſcribing the hand, 
or the like : and that by how muchthe more expreſs 
and ſolemn our covenant with. God is, by ſo 


much the more ſenſibly and ſtrongly is it like to 


hold our hearts to him, 


Now 
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Now that which 1 would perſuade you to, is this 
ſolemn and expreſs covenanting with God. Provi- 
dence hath lately brought to my-hand the advice 
of a dear Friend and faithful Labourer in the work 
of the Lord about this matter, together with an 
ce!lent form of words compoled for the help ot 
weaker Chriſtians, and aptly accommodated to all 
the ſubſtantials of our baptiſmal Covenant ; which 
having found great acceptance with many, I da 
with much zeal, for the eſtabliſhing of ſouls in 
holineſs and comfort, commend it to the uſe not 


'only of young Converts, but of the more grown 


Chriſtians, that have not experienced this or the 
like courſe, 


And in order to the putting this matter into 
practice, I ſhall firſt give you theſe few directions. 


Firſt, Set apart ſome time, more than once, to be 


ſpent in ſecret before the Lord, 


1. In ſeeking earneſtly his ſpecial aſſiſtance and 
gracious acceptance of you, 


2. In conſidering diſtinctly all the conditions of 
the Covenant, as they have been laid before you, 


g. In ſearching your hearts whether you either 
have already, or can now freely make fuch a clo- 
ſure with God in Chriſt, as you have been exhorted 

„ to, 
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to. In ſpecial, conſider what your fins are, and 
examine whether you can reſolve to forego them 
all. Conſider what the laws of Chriſt are, how 
holy, {tri&, and ſpiritual, and whether you can. 
upon deliberation make choice of them all, (even 
thoſe that moſt croſs your intereſts and corrupt 
inclinations) as the rule of your whole life. Be 
ſure you be clear in theſe matters, ſee that you do 
not lie unto God, | 


Secondly, Compoſe your. ſpirits into the moſt 
ſerious frame poſſible, ſuitable to a tranſaction of 
io high 1mportance. 


Thirdly, Lay held on the Covenant of God, 
and rely upon his promiſe of giving grace and 
Mength, whereby you may be enabled to perform 
your promiſe, Truſt not to your own ſtrength, 


to the ſtrength of your own refolutions, but take 
hold on his ſtrength, 


Fourthly, Reſolve to be faithful. Having 
engaged your hearts, opened your mouths, and 
fublcribed with your hands to the Lord, reſolve 
in his ſtrength never to go back, 


Laſtly, Being thus prepared, on ſome convenient 
time ſet apart for the purpoſe, ſet upon the work: 
and in the moſt folemn manner poſſible, as if the 


Lord, were viſibly preſent before your eyes, fall 
| | ICY down 
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down on your knees, and ſpreading forth youn 
hands towards heaven, open your. eyes to the 


Lord, in theſe or the like words. 


O Moſt dreadful God, for the paſſion of thy: 
Son, I beſeech thee accept of thy poor 


Prodigal now proſtrating himſelf at thy. door: 
I have fallen from thee by mine Iniquity, and 


am by nature a Son of Death, and a thouſand- 


fold more the Child of Hell by my wicked 
practice; but of thine infinite grace thou haſt 
promiſed mercy to me in Chriſt, if 1 will but: 
turn to thee with all my heart; therefore upon 
the call of thy Goſpel, I am now come in, and 


throwing down my weapons, ſubmit myſelf to 
thy mercy, | 


And becauſe thou requireſt, as the condition of 
my peace with thee, that I ſhould put away mine 
Idols, and be at defrance with all thine enemies, 
which I acknowledge I have wickedly ſided with 
againſt thee, I here from the bottom of mine heart 
renounce them all; firmly covenanting with thee, 
not to allow myſelf in any known fin, but con- 
ſcientiouſly to uſe all the means that I know thou 
haſt prefcribed, for the death and utter de ſtruction 
of all my Corruptions, And whereas I have 
formerly, inordinately and idolatrouſly let out my 
Affections upon the World, I do here reſign my 
Heart to Thee that madeſt it; humbly proteſting 
before thy glorious Majeſty, that it is the firm re- 


ſolution 


bt | " C0) 


0 

1 folution of my heart, and that I do unfeignedly 
if defire grace from thee, that when thou ſhalt call 
nd | me hereunto, I may practiſe this my Reſolution, 
1 to ſorſake all that is dear unto me in this World, 
0 | | rather than turn from Thee to the ways of Sin: 
W. | and that I will watch againſt all its Temptations, 
| whether of proſperity or adverſity, leſt they ſhould 


withdraw my heart from thee; beſeeching thee 


IF alſo to help me againſt the temptations of Satan, to 
Ml i! £1 whole wicked ſuggeſtions J reſolve, by thy grace, 
j lf | never to yield. And becauſe my own Righteoul- 
5 neſs is but menſtruous rags, I renounce all con- 
1 5 fdence therein, and acknowledge that I am of 
+ myſelf a hopeleſs, helpleſs, undone creature, 
"nd without righteouſneſs or ſtrength, : 
Wl | And foraſmuch as thou haſt, of thy bottomleſs 
| mercy, offered moſt graciouſly to me wretched 
1 


Sinner, to be again my God through Chriſt, if I 
| would accept of thee; I call heaven and earth to 
'F record this day, that I do here ſolemnly avouch 


| | j | thee for the Lord my God; and with all poſſible 
| i i veneration bowing the neck of my ſoul under the 
0 | feet of thy moſt ſacred Majeſty, I do here take 
Wi. : Thee the Lord Jehovah, Father, Son, and Holy 
Wl! Ghoſt, for my portion; and do give up myſelf, 
with ; body and foul, for thy Servant; promiſing and 
1 vowing to ſerve thee in holineſs and nghteouſneſs, 


all the days of my life. 
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And ſince thou haſt appointed the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt the only means of coming unto thee, I do 
here upon the bended knees of my ſoul, accept of 
him as the only new and living way, by which Sin- 
ners may have acceſs to Thee; and do here ſolemnly 
Join myſelf in a marriage-covenant to him, 


O bleſſed Jeſus, I come to thee hungry, wretched, 
miſerable, blind, and naked; a moſt loathſome, 
polluted wretch, a guilty, condemned walefactor, 
unworthy to waſh the feet of the Servants of my 
Lord, much more to be ſolemnly married to the 
King of Glory; but ſince ſuch i: thine unparalelled 
love, I do here with all my power accept thee, aud 
take thee for my Head and Huſband, for better for 
worſe, for richer, for pooser, for all times and con- 
ditions, to love, honour, and obey thee before all 
others, and this to the death, I embrace thee in 
all thine offices: I renounce mine own worth 
neſs, and do here avow thee for the Lord my 
Righteouſneſs : I renounce mine own wiſdom, and 
do here take thee for my only guide: I renounce 
mine own-will, and take thy will for my law. 


And ſince thou haſt told me, I muſt ſufferif I 
will reign, I do here covenant with thee, to take 
my lot, as it falls, with thee, and by thy grace aſliſt» 
ing to run all hazards with thee, verily purpoſing, 


that neither life-nor death ſhall part between thee 
and me, | 


And. 


7 — 4 ͤ —ꝛ — IM 


* 
* 7 — 
Fo IEF : 
« 2 You — — 4 þ 
* 55 wt -, * . — * — — — 33 CE I * — — Ft * * — — 4 * Wu. — e _ ' * r 
— — — . * - LD A 1 * 
» - — — _ ä 4 1 — . * 
— -- ** » 4 o on * 0 . 5 * ©, 4 of 
_ wikhs * * * m 268 w ** * 233 — - — — — —⏑⏑ * 2 * ts — Ib n "= * *. * „ Z go 
* — hs <g III * * * — Ad. A oy 1 / « Sd we * . gt _ ” n 5 "= 
ak _ . 0 — — Sd 4 s ini * . „ — 5 Ra eee eee ee h 5 a 
— b . + - ” 5 * * al a 1 — — a 8 — * * e 1 * — * * . 
—— ene oo, * — 22 4 * — — — —— "I F — 1 4 1 
L : —— Wen 2— es — m4 — — 7 MEA, gy Wh 4 * 2 „ 
— — SA x 1 , 
* us 1 © J e - ge ta OE whe f A . 
- Dn, 94s - id, 9 f OY * ws - 1 OY ks 7 V * RIG 5 3 pogs * I — G8 ot $a 0 
4 7 - DOE * — wo y * 2 
2 — * —.— _ Wa 
4 ans 16 2 * 1. 
— - — , 4 — — 
— — . — — Pe ——— a> — . n 0 
# "= , » '; * * 
f KEE. 2 . £5. — * = —_ 
©; PS 7 . © * 


— n 
* — 
* — . ao 


R 5 n — y 


62 


And becaule thou haſt been plealed to give me 
thy holy Laws, as the Rule of my life, and the 
way in which I ſhould walk to thy kingdom, I do 
here willingly put my neck under thy yoke, and 
ſet my ſhoulder to thy burden, and ſubſcribing to 
all thy laws as holy, juſt and good, I ſolemnly take 
them, as the Rule of my words, thoughts and 
actions; , promiſing, that though my fleſh contradict 
and rebel, I will endeavour to order and govern 
my whole life according to thy direction, and will 
not allow myſelf in the negle@ of any thing that I 
know to be my duty. 


Now, Almighty God, Searcher of Hearts, thow 
knoweſt that I make this Covenant with thee this 
day, without any known guile or reſervation, be- 
ſecching thee, if thou eſpieſt any flaw or falſe- 
hood therein, thou wouldſt diſcover it to me, and 
help me to do it arigbt. | 


And now, glory be to thee, O God the Father, 
whom 1 ſhall be bold from this day forward to look 
upan as my God and Father; that ever thou ſhouldſt 
find out ſuch a way for the recovery of undone 
Sinners, Glory be to thee, O God the Son, who- 
haſt loved me, and waſhed me from my fins in thine 
ewn blood, and art now become my Saviour and 
Redeemer. Glory be to thee, O God the Holy 
Ghoſt, who by the Finger of thine almighty power 
haſt turned about my heart from Sin to God, 


O dreadful 
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O dreadful Jehovah, the Lord God Omnipotent, 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, Thou art now become 
my Covenant-Friend, and I through thy infinite 
grace, am become thy Covenant-Servant, Amen, 


So be it, And the Covenant which 1 have made 
on earth, let it be ratified in heaven, 


This Covenant I adviſe you to make, not only in 
heart, but in word ; not only in word, but in writing: 
and that you would with all poſſible reverence ſpread the 
writing before the Lord, as if you would preſent it to 
him as your aft and deed : and when you have done 
this + fet your hand to it keep it as a memorial of the 
ſolemn tranſactions that have paſſed between God and 


you, that you may have recourſe to it in doubts and 
temptations, 
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